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extensive were the employments of German material both in
regular Roman troops and in national formations in the im-
perial army (p. 111 ^.). The serious lack of farmers led, from the
time of Marcus Aurelius and, more particularly, from the middle
of the third century1, to the transplantation of ever-increasing
masses of Germans to the soil of the Empire as free or half-free
farmers.
While this intermixture of the peoples thus permeated the
lowest strata of the population, it also extended upwards into the
highest. The grandees of Rome might find it absurd that Cara-
calla should appear in public in German dress2: but it was at
least a foreshadowing of what was to be. The Marcomannic
secondary wife of Gallienus, in her position of high honour, and
the German princes on the council of war of the soldier-emperors
illustrate once again the incipient germanization of the court.
A far-reaching process of ancient history moved thus towards
its consummation. Rome was first compelled to draw the men to
maiiatain her world-empire from Italy instead of from the capital;
the exhaustion of Italy next transferred this role to the civilized
provinces of the interior, and, after them, to the rough sons of
the frontier-lands. Even these could not for ever bear the brunt of
the ceaseless wars of the third century. Rome was now driven to
go beyond them to the barbarian world. What she sought was
just human raw material, and no more, but the political centre of
gravity shifted naturally to the new forces beyond the frontiers,
and thereby rendered inevitable the birth of the Germano-Roman
States.
1  Kg: Zosimus i, 46, 2; 68, 3; 71/1-25 S.H.A. Prob. 18, 1-3. This is
becoming clearer from the results of excavations also in the Danube provinces.
2  Dio LXXIX, 3, 35 Herodian iv, 7, 3.